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A Brief report on Farmers’ awareness campaign on “Balanced Use of Fertilizers” on 18.06.2021

A farmers’ awareness campaign on “Balanced Use of Fertilizers” was organized by Division of Crop
Production, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur on 18.06.2021 (2.30 to 5.00 p.m.) by ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur through Virtual
Mode. Dr N.P. Singh, Director of the Institute was the chairman of this awareness Campaign while Dr SS
Singh, Director Extension, RLBCAU Jhansi was the Chief Guest on the occasion. The details of usefulness of
“Balanced Use of Fertilizers” were highlighted by five other speakers on this occasion. Besides a good
number of farmers, the whole IIPR staffs including the personnel from its 4 regional stations participated
(145 total) in this campaign. The programme was coordinated by Dr. C.S. Praharaj, Head, Crop Production
Division, while Dr. C.P. Nath, Scientist, Agronomy acted as the Convenor.

At the outset, Dr. C.S. Praharaj, Head (Crop Production Division) welcomed the delegates and highlighted
the importance of Farmers’ Awareness Campaign on ‘Balanced Use of Fertilizers’. He also highlighted
the “Role soil testing in balanced fertilization” through a video prepared for the purpose. This was followed
by address by the Chief Guest, Dr. S.S. Singh (Director Extension; RLBCAU, Jhansi). He elaborately
discussed and sensitized farmers on “Role of balanced fertilizers in field crops including pulses”. Dr. Singh
stressed on the need of ‘Soil Health Card’ in minimizing chemical fertilizers and enhancing income. He also
mentioned the concept of ‘4R Nutrient stewardship’ (Right source, Right dose, Right time and Right place) for
enhancing nutrient use efficiency and crop productivity. Dr. Singh urged farmers to adopt crop rotations
involving pulses and to minimize excess use of fertilizers. He also mentioned about the usefulness of the
organic farming and use of multiple sources of amendments (organics, biofertilizers, and micronutrients). He
also emphasized the role of balanced fertilization on soil physical, chemical and biological health of soil.

Dr. N.P. Singh, Chairman of the Awareness Campaign & Director, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur mentioned
that ICAR-IIPR is working on holistic development for doubling farmer’s income through several strategies
including balanced fertilization and Improved varieties/technologies. He urged for insertion of key
consideration, like inclusion of Pulses for cropping intensification, income and employment generation and
nutrition. The chairman also suggested to famers for active participation in many Govt. aided flagship
programmes under NFSM such as NMSA,PMFBY,PMKSY, PKVY, Micro-irrigation, E-NAM, KCC, Soil health
Card, PMKSNY, and PM-KUSUM (renewable energy-use). He also suggested for a mass awareness campaign
(Jana Andolan) for balanced use of fertilizers coupled with improved technologies for a sustainable
agriculture as it would lead to self-sufficiency in food grain production in time to come.

Scientists in the Crop Production Division also expressed their views and sensitized the farmers about
Balanced Use of Fertlizers for sustaining crop production and soil health through their research-aided
recommendations. In this context, the details pertaining to Crop residue management in scaling input-use
efficiency (by Dr. Narendra Kumar, PS), Use of organics in balanced fertilization (by Dr. Raghavendra Singh,
PS), Application of bio-fertilizers and microbial formulation in crops/cropping system (by Dr. Krishnashis Das,
Scientist), and our successful experience on “Farmer FIRST programme” in the use of balanced fertilization in
cropping/farming system (by Dr. Rajesh Kumar, PS) are presented/shared to the farmers by IIPR scientists.
It is emphasized that the farmers can produce their own quality food (includes both crop and livestock)
without depending on others to eliminate malnutrition and hunger (food and nutritional security through
livelihood security).

The meeting was attended by 145 persons out of whom 57 were farmers. The Campaign was ended with
vote of thanks to the Chair by Dr CS Praharaj, PS and Head, Crop Production Division.

ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur
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MESSAGE

Caring soil is extremely important for sustaining healthy life on earth. According to Vedas
“upon this handful of soil our survival depends care for it, and it will care for your food. the fuel that
you need, that will shelter you and surround you with beauty. Abuse it and the soil will collapse and
die. taking us all with it Indian soils are in general, low in organic C. The continuous mining of
nutrients from soil @ of 34 million tons per annum against the external supplement of only 26 million
tons coupled with low addition of organic manures, secondary and micronutrients resulted in
emergence of multi-nutrient deficiencies in several areas in the country, The Nutrient defic icney in the
country is in the order of: 95, 94, 48, 25, 41. 20. 14. 8 and 6% for N, P, K. S. Zn. B. Fe, Mn and Cu
respectively. The limiting nutrients do not allow the full expression of other nutrients, lower the
fertilizer response and crop productivity.  Soil testing is a necessity to determine the quantities of
nutrients to be applied to ensure balanced nutrition to plants. Soil testing helps diagnose soil health and
evolve soil specific and crop specific solutions. Based on the analysis, farmers are advised on soil
fertility management through rational use of manure. fertilizers and amendments to make agriculture
more productive and sustainable. Soil test-based fertilizer management. therefore, becomes
indispensable o assure national food and nutritional security, maintenance of soil health. enhancement
of soil fertility and to leave a good heritage for the future generations.

I am happy to note that ICAR Institutes and KVKs are organizing Farmers® Awareness
Campaign on *Balanced Use of Fertilizers® on 18.06.2021 in commemoration with 75 years of Indian
Independence. | wish the Campaign a grand success.
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